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“The web evolved into a powerful, 
ubiquitous tool because it was built on 
egalitarian principles…The web as we 

know it is being threatened. Some of its 
most successful inhabitants have begun to 

chip away at its principles…  

Tim Berners-Lee, “Long Live the Web: A Call for Continued Open 
Standards and Neutrality”, Scientific American, Nov. 22, 2010 

Large social networking sites are 
walling off information posted by 
their users from the rest of the 
Web…[C]losed silos of content 

risk breaking the web into 
fragmented islands.” 
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data across 
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applications 

 

 
 

http://vimeo.com/610179


DATA PORTABILITY 
 

SNS, cloud…providers: different approaches  
 

 
 

 Building strong walls around “data 
silos” in order to preserve business 
model 

 

 Advocating the sharing of user data and profiles 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QP4NI5o-WUw




DATA PORTABILITY 

• Recent policy developments in the field of  
data protection:  

   Draft General Data Protection Regulation 
(launched January 2012) 

– Article 18: right to data portability 
– Commission memo: 

“The proposals will make it easier for you to access your data 
and give you a right to data portability, which means it will 
be easier to transfer personal data from one service 
provider to another.” 

 



DATA PORTABILITY 

• Commissioner Almunia (Privacy Platform event, Brussels, 
26.11.2012) 
 



DATA PORTABILITY 

Source: Preliminary EDPS opinion on privacy and competitiveness in the age of big data, 26 March 2014 
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Before the coffee break 

Interdisciplinary and industry panel 

• What does “data portability” entail from a technical 
viewpoint? How does it work? 

• To what extent do online service providers already 
facilitate data portability? 

• What is the potential role of competition law in facilitating 
data portability and redressing consumer lock-in? 

N. Schifano 
Microsoft 

S. Fratta 
Telefónica Digital 

D. Geradin 
Tilburg Univ. / Covington 

T. Graf 
Cleary (Google) 



After the coffee break 

Policy and consumer panel 

• What positive or negative effects would data portability 
bring for consumer welfare? Would it create privacy risks? 

• How can interests of businesses and consumers be 
balanced? 

• What does (did?) the right to data portability, introduced 
by the Draft Data Protection Regulation, entail? 

N. Dubois 
DG JUST 

R. Bendrath 
Eur. Parliament 

C. Giovannini 
ANEC 

A. Klabunde 
EDPS 



http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/mediapolicyproject/ 

 



 



We wish you an interesting afternoon 
and stimulating discussions!  
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